
Second Quarter 2026 

June

June 5: EOD Monthly
Gathering, Watchtower Brewing
Co.: Aberdeen, MD

June 14: EOD Warrior 5k &
Half: Washington, D.C.

July

July 3: Celebration of Life &
Reef Dedication for Senior
Chief EOD/DV Clay Simmons
Hedricks, Sr: Niceville/Destin,
FL

July 14: EOD Warrior
Foundation Luncheon,
Washington, D.C.

August

August 1: EOD 345 Memorial
Workout Kick-Off

August 2 - 8: Force Blue Ocean
Conservation School for Gold
Star & Children of Severely
Wounded EOD: Alpena, MI

September

September 6: Carderock
Charge 5k, 10k & Half: Potomac,
MD

September 12: From 9/11 to
Today: Strength in Every Long
Walk, The Island: Fort Walton
Beach, FL

September 12: Polar Plunge;
Anchorage, AK

September 26: 6  Annual
Dworetzky Martinez Family
Charity Event: Charles City, VA

th

As I reflect on this past EOD Weekend, I keep coming back to one simple
thought. There is nothing else quite like it. From the shotgun start at the EOD
Memorial Golf Tournament, to the poignant thoughts shared at the Gold Star
Luncheon, from the energy and generosity of the EOD Auction to the
reverence of the EOD Memorial Ceremony, from the camaraderie and
creativity at the EOD Chef’s Cook-Off to the celebration and reverence of the
EOD Memorial Ball...It was a full, meaningful weekend in every sense of the
word.

At one point, I spoke with a Gold Star family member attending for the very
first time. He paused and said something that stuck with me: “Any one of
these events would have been enough on its own…but there were so many of
them.” He did not say it because it was too much. He said it with a sense of
amazement and awe. What he really saw was not just a series of events. He
was seeing a community that shows up for each other again and again.

From the outside, people might wonder what makes the EOD Community so
special. The answer is not complicated, but it is not easy either. It is family. It
is bittersweet reunions that are joyful and carry weight. It is handshakes that
turn into hugs. It is stories told over a meal, and names remembered in
silence. It is laughter alongside reflection that reminds us why we gather in
the first place. It is a community that never forgets and never lets anyone
stand alone.

And for those who could not be with us in person but honored the fallen at
their home stations or followed along through our live feed and social media,
you were part of this weekend too. This community stretches far beyond one
place, and it showed.

To everyone who attended, supported, volunteered, sponsored, and worked
behind the scenes, thank you. You did not just make events happen. You
created moments that matter. If this weekend reminded us of anything, it is
this: what we have here is worth protecting, growing, and carrying forward.
We are already looking ahead to next year. But for now, thank you for
showing up. For each other. For the families. For the legacy. We will see you
again soon.
                                                                                      -Jerry Shelton
                                                                                       Executive Director

Upcoming Events
and Retreats 

EOD Weekend 2026 – A Community Like No
Other
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EOD Memorial
 Weekend

 May 1 - 2, 2026

EOD Weekend

EODWF Staff

Thank you to all of our Sponsors
R3 Strategic Support Group - Master Blaster Sponsor

Navy EOD Association
Rigid Tactical
Type 50 Enigma
Tackitt Family Vineyards
Wounded Warrior Project
GFM Organized by 
    CPT Michael Villahermosa
EOD Home Buying
Mohrs Automotive
Leo Bradley Consulting
Net Positive Financials
Christine & Justin Hamilton
Veritas Ratings

ADS, INC
Med-Eng
Linda & Chris Patty
RS
Chelco - Operation Round Up
ADS
Crab Zone
The Robert Irvine Foundation
USBTA
Ben Redmond (honoring Captains
 Bill Sullivan & John Flinn)
1  Call Explosive Solutions, Inc.st

After the Long Walk
Air Force MasterBlasters
ASUS - American States Utility Services
The Clutter Family
JT Crocker

DAGER Technology
Dirty N Sturdy Fencing
Irv Duvall
First Call Consulting
Guidon Legal
Gulf Coast Aerations
Phil Herndon
Josh Herren
Elizabeth & James Hoffer
The Jim Kraemer Memorial Table
Greg K. Mittelman
Operation Wellness Shield
Henry “Ace” Thrift
COL Bradley Waite
Yulista Holdings
Trudy & Lenny Eckstein



Honoring the Fallen & Giving Back

Leading up to the 2026 EOD Memorial Weekend, we were honored to oversee a significant
refurbishment of the EOD Memorial at NAVSCOLEOD. Partnering with Gulf Coast Wilbert, the project
focused on resurfacing all four cenotaph panels to restore them to their original condition. This is the

first step towards ensuring the Memorial is kept in its full luster.  

To mark National EOD Day, the EOD Community once again came together to honor the legacy of our
EOD Techs. EOD Memorial Weekend (May 1-2) was a resounding success, made possible entirely by the
selfless dedication of our volunteers. This volunteer support remains the backbone of this Foundation.

In total, we had over 180 hours volunteered by 40 volunteers during the two days of EOD Weekend
alone. This doesn’t include all the hours of preparation that went into the event leading up. 

Whether it was the teams preparing for the events during the week of, early morning crews setting up
tables at the convention center for the auction, or the team staying late for the Ball tear-down, every

hour contributed was a tribute to our EOD Family. A special shout out to the Air Force and Army EOD
students who took on the bulk of the labor as well as Harry Bounds and the Deverse family crew who

worked overtime to make the weekend events a time to remember.

We couldn't have done this without you! If you are interested in joining our
team for future events, please visit our volunteer sign-up page to stay informed

about upcoming opportunities
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Cool, rain-free skies, a fantastic golf course, more than a dozen
generous sponsors, and 140 eager players of various skill sets … the 2026
EOD Memorial Golf Tournament was an exciting start to the always
memorable EOD Memorial Weekend.  

The EODWF extends its deepest thanks to our key sponsors:

R3
EOD Home Buying

Point One
CACI

EOD Motorcycle Club
Rigid Tactical

Med-Eng

After the Long Walk
Mohr’s Automotive

Wounded Warrior Project
ADS, Inc.

AmVets – Post 78
Phil Herndon

Thanks also to the companies who donated prizes and gifts for the
goodie bags, including Crab Zone, Boathouse Landing, and
HomeFires!

And, an equally warm shoutout to our amazing volunteer leaders Chris
Armantrout and Nico Bustos for spearheading and organizing this
event. The event was also supported by incredible Air Force EOD
Techs who did everything from placing signs to helping run
registration. This event highlights the joint, community effort by
everyone in the EOD Community and wouldn’t have been possible
without this teamwork!

This year’s Golf Tournament raised almost $24,000, benefiting all of
the EODWF’s programs and was sold out by the end of March. We
look forward to seeing you all again next year and hope to expand the
tournament to allow even more players.

Thanks again to R3, EOD Home Buying, Point One, and Nico and
Chris for their generous support and leadership!

2026 EOD Memorial Golf Tounnament



 “On May 2, the San Antonio Hill Country concurrently honored our EOD
fallen with a day filled with fun, camaraderie and remembrance at the 2026

“Fire in the Hole” EOD Memorial Golf Tournament during EOD weekend
festivities. Colonel George “Ninja” Nichols was retiring after 26 years of

service as a career Air Force civil engineer and wanted to give back by
hosting a golf tournament to raise funds to refurbish the EOD Memorial.

The EOD Warrior Foundation went all in on the idea. The Memorial today
in Niceville honors all Service fallen in EOD and back in 2001, he helped

complete the project as his first as a 2Lt while stationed at Eglin AFB. Many
of them he served with and knew personally.

 There were 19 teams and 75 players from around the world who traveled in
for his retirement and then paid tribute to the 20 Airmen lost since 9/11.

They even kicked it off with a traditional 20 pushups. In the end they had
more than 10 primary sponsors to include Valero Texas Open, two industry

partners in ECC and Matrix Design Group, as well as several individuals that
have close ties to some of those we’ve lost. When the fun was done, only the

top two teams claimed prizes but the community was victorious as they
raised almost $21,000 to help refurbish the memorial and ensure we all

continue to honor our EOD teammates and their families.”
-George “Ninja” Nichols 

EOD Community Fundraising Events
Fire in the Hole 

George “Ninja” Nichols Retirement Golf Tourney
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Warriors Helping Warriors

The EOD Warrior Foundation extends our heartfelt thanks to Cindy and Leon
Tackitt, the incredible team at Tackitt Family Vineyards, friends, and supporters
for their continued support of EOD Warriors and their families.

At this year’s annual Warriors Helping Warriors Bottling Event, an incredible
$200,000 was raised in support of the EOD Warrior Foundation.

We also want to thank the entire community for stepping up during the
Warriors Helping Warriors matching campaign. Together, supporters exceeded
the original $50,000 goal, turning it into an amazing $100,000 in support for
EOD Warriors and their families.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this incredible success and for being
champions of our mission.



“Crabfest is a collaborative effort between Brisant Co., Local EOD Shop,
and I (High Order). The idea was to give back to all the amazing supporters

that our respective companies have gained over the last couple of years,
and of course, give back to the EOD Warrior Foundation. We thought the
best way to do that would be to host an event that aligned with all three of
our brands. So, we started Crabfest, a laid-back, grassroots-style event that

gives the EOD Community a chance to win amazing prizes, see old friends,
and make new ones. The way we raise money is by raffling off desirable

products (we also give away many great items). 
We secured a Title sponsor this year in Massif. We provided them with a

design, and they provided us with 100 event t-shirts to sell. There might be
two ways to get an EOD shirt, but there's only one way to get a Crabfest

shirt. You gotta be there!

After the raffle ticket line settled down, we started the festivities. This year,
we started by raffling off a Pistol from Sig Sauer. Then we sprinkled in a

few giveaways. Next, we had a race to see who could whip a block of C-4 the
fastest (They were training aids, put down the 15-6 paperwork). The winner

walked away with a handful of prizes for his effort, then it was back to the
raffle, as we still had a table full of items. We interrupted the raffle draws

for a brief push-up contest. The first and second place contestants both
graduated from NAVSCOLEOD the week prior and the day prior,

respectively. The Crabfest attendees are what really make this thing special.
The crowd was high energy, and there was no shortage of EOD humor.

We finished raffling off the remaining prizes out of roughly 50 total and
closed out Crabfest 2026 by placing the remaining giveaway prizes and
hundreds of stickers on the table and letting the attendees come up and

grab whatever their hearts desired.
 

In total, we sold over 1500 raffle tickets, 100 shirts, and gave away countless
free prizes. The most important stat, however, was the roughly $13,000

that we raised for the EOD Warrior Foundation.
 

Special thanks to all the companies that donated items to Crabfest, and to
the EODMC for their help with getting the word out. We can’t do this event

without the help of those involved.”

-Tyler (High Order) 

2nd Annual Crabfest

Photos by: Damien Riley
@jdammedia 

From golf tournaments and runs to community events and personal challenges, every fundraiser
helps carry out the mission of the EOD Warrior Foundation. When supporters choose to give

their time and talents to our cause, they become part of something bigger; a community
dedicated to caring for EOD Warriors and families. If you’re interested in hosting a fundraiser of

your own, fill out our Fundraising Awareness Proposal and we’ll help you get started.

Host a Fundraiser

https://eod-wf.org/fundraising/


“We so enjoy looking up these old friends every year
and honoring them. Thank you for letting us help ….”

“It was amazing to visit Dad’s grave and find an EOD
Flag! I had to look up and see who placed it and ran

across your program. Being EOD was so important to
him, it’s amazing to know that someone else in the
community still cares after this long. Thank you!”

For the 6th year, the EODWF kicked off the EOD
Remembrance Flag Program in March and thank you to

all who have already signed up and helped place over
1,000 flags so far! 

The goal is to place an EOD Flag on the grave of all EOD
Techs, regardless of branch, years of service, or cause of
death. The program is now open and the map and the

sign-up sheet may be found on our website.
Do you have a couple of hours to volunteer and place

flags in your area? 

For questions, please contact Patricia –
Patricia@eodwarriorfoundation.org

  

EOD Remembrance 

Flag Program

Join us October 16–17 at Arlington

National Cemetery to lay flowers at

the graves of EOD Techs and

participate in a wreath-laying

ceremony at the Tomb of the

Unknown Soldier. Details are on our

website.

Reserve your seats

EOD Remembrance Flag Program Sign-Up
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mailto:Patricia@eodwarriorfoundation.org
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/2026DCLuncheon
https://eod-wf.org/flag-program/


W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  E O D W F  T E A M !

Dakota Wolosewicz joined
EODWF as the EOD Liaison
& Memorial Care
Coordinator. An Air Force
EOD Tech with more than a
decade of experience, he
previously served as an
instructor at NAVSCOLEOD.
In his role, Dakota primarily
connects with the EOD
Community, works closely
with volunteers, and leads
the Foundation’s Memorial
Care efforts.

D A K O T A
W O L O S E W I C Z  

Leah Munroe joined EODWF
as the Community
Engagement Coordinator,
bringing nearly 20 years of
experience as an advertising
account executive.
Throughout her career, she
built expertise in relationship
development, strategic
communication, and
engagement. Leah is
passionate about supporting
the EOD Community and
strengthening relationships
to expand the Foundation’s
impact.

L E A H  M U N R O E

Betty joined EODWF as the
Chief Financial Officer. A
licensed Florida CPA with
nearly 30 years of accounting
experience, including work
with nonprofit organizations,
she brings extensive financial
expertise to the Foundation.
Betty is honored to support
the EOD Community and be
part of an organization
making a meaningful
difference for warriors and
their families.

B E T T Y
H A U G H T O N

Join us August 1 for the launch of EOD 345,  our
reimagined annual memorial workout honoring

the 345 names on the EOD Memorial Wall.
Featuring a new workout, new challenges, and new

prizes, EOD 345 is a powerful way to remember
and honor our fallen heroes. Visit our website for

details and registration.

EOD 345
Memorial Workout

EOD Liason & Memorial
 Care Coordinator

Community Engagement 
Coordinator

Chief Financial Officer



After 15 years of dedicated service on the Board of Directors, including six years as
Chairman, Mittelman leaves behind a lasting impact on the Foundation and the
EOD community. During his leadership, the Foundation expanded program
delivery, strengthened financial stewardship, enhanced the EOD Memorial and
Grounds, and reinforced its commitment to accountability and transparency.

Reflecting on his service, Mittelman shared:

“I’m honored to have served the Foundation and the EOD community. The progress
made reflects the strength of this community, the Foundation’s staff over the years,
and now those who will continue to carry the mission forward.”

The transition follows a structured six-month leadership handoff designed to ensure
continuity and long-term organizational stability. Together, Mittelman and Tackitt
emphasized their shared commitment to the Foundation’s mission and the EOD
community.

Tackitt brings 27 years of distinguished service in the United States Navy and a
lifelong commitment to the EOD profession and its families. His operational
experience and deep ties within the community position him well to lead the
Foundation into its next chapter of service and growth.

“It is an honor to serve as Chairman of the EOD Warrior Foundation,” said Tackitt.
“Our mission is personal. We exist to ensure that no EOD warrior or family walks
alone.”

As the Foundation continues to expand support for active-duty, veteran, and fallen
EOD families, this transition reflects both the strength of the organization and its
continued focus on serving the EOD community with compassion, integrity, and
commitment.

EOD Warrior Foundation
Announces Board Leadership

Transition

The EOD Warrior Foundation has announced
an important leadership transition as longtime
Board Chairman Greg K. Mittelman concludes
his tenure and Leon Tackitt officially assumes

the role of Chairman of the Board effective
June 1, 2026. 

Read Full Press Release
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The EOD Warrior Foundation Financial Grant Program exists to support EOD Technicians and
their immediate family members during times of financial difficulty. From sudden
emergencies and medical hardships to unforeseen life challenges, the Foundation provides
assistance designed to help EOD Families regain stability when they need it most.

Eligible applicants include active-duty, retired, veteran, or fallen EOD Technicians, as well as
their immediate family members. Every application is treated with care, compassion, and
confidentiality throughout the process.

Applying for assistance is straightforward. Applicants can complete the grant application online
through the Foundation’s website. All applicants are subject to proof of EOD certification to
ensure funds directly support the EOD Community and their families.

Once submitted, the application enters a thorough review process. The EOD Financial
Assistance Coordinator vets all grant applications in a timely manner. Working directly with
applicants to assess needs and gather any necessary supporting documentation, then submits
everything to the Grant Committee. They conduct a review, and a majority vote results in the
release of funds directly to the vendor or recipient.

This process ensures accountability, fairness, and responsible stewardship of donor
contributions while still responding quickly to urgent needs within the EOD Family.

The reality is simple: behind every EOD badge is a family that sacrifices alongside the
technician. The Foundation exists because no member of the EOD Community should have to
face hardship alone.

If you or a loved one needs assistance, apply today.

JUNE 2026EOD WARRIOR FOUNDATION

Supporting EOD Families When It
Matters Most
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technicians are trained to face
danger head-on. Whether supporting combat operations,
protecting communities, or responding to life-threatening
situations, EOD Technicians carry a unique burden that few truly
understand. But even the strongest warriors and families can face
unexpected hardships and when they do, the EOD Community
stands together.

The EOD Warrior Foundation Financial 
Grant Program

Apply for a
 Financial Grant

Add your
Support

https://eod-wf.org/grant-application/
https://eod-wf.org/grant-application/
https://eod-wf.org/grant-application/
https://eod-wf.org/?form=supportEODWF
https://eod-wf.org/?form=supportEODWF


Mental Health Pillar

Stronger Together: Why Belonging Matters for EOD Veterans
and Techs

Many of us know what it feels like to be surrounded by people yet still feel alone. In
suicide prevention research, this feeling is referred to as thwarted belongingness, a
psychological state where a person feels disconnected, isolated, or like they no longer
truly belong.

Thwarted belongingness is more than simply being alone. It is the painful belief that
meaningful connection, support, and understanding are missing. It often includes:

Feelings of loneliness or isolation 
Believing others do not understand what you are going through 
Feeling disconnected from friends, family, or community 
Struggling to find meaningful reciprocal relationships 

Researcher Thomas Joiner identified thwarted belongingness as one of the major
contributors to suicidal thoughts within the Interpersonal Theory of Suicide. When
combined with perceived burdensomeness, the belief that one is a burden to others,
these feelings can become especially dangerous.

Last quarter, we discussed perceived burdensomeness and how individuals may begin
to believe others would be “better off without them.” Thwarted belongingness often
reinforces those thoughts. When someone feels disconnected from others, it becomes
easier to believe they are alone in their struggles or that no one truly cares. Over time,
loneliness and hopelessness can feed each other.

Within the EOD community, connection matters! The nature of the work and
experiences can sometimes make it difficult to relate to others outside the
community, especially after transition, injury, loss, or significant life changes.
Rebuilding connection is not always easy, but it is an important protective factor for
mental health.

Some ways to combat loneliness and strengthen belonging include:
Reaching out to another EOD Tech, even for a simple conversation 
Attending local EOD community events or gatherings 
Participating in peer support opportunities 
Volunteering and staying engaged with purpose-driven activities 
Applying for retreats or programs that encourage reconnection and healing 
Allowing trusted people to support you, even when it feels uncomfortable 
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At the EOD Warrior Foundation, we are committed to creating opportunities for
connection across the EOD community. We currently host monthly gatherings in 20
locations, provide retreats and wellness opportunities, and offer volunteer
opportunities through our Flag Program. Fundraising events, memorial events, and
peer gatherings are all intended to help strengthen the bonds that make this
community unique.

Connection does not have to begin with a big step. Sometimes it starts with showing
up, answering a text, attending an event, or simply allowing yourself to be around
people who understand.
If you or someone you know is struggling, support is available. Reaching out is a sign of
strength, not weakness.

Resources

If you or someone you know is struggling, confidential help is available:
988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline – Call or text 988 (24/7 confidential support)
Veterans Crisis Line – Dial 988 and press 1
After the Long Walk (EOD Peer Support – 24/7) – 1-888-412-0470
Local behavioral health providers.

For more information about how to find a monthly gathering near you, please contact
Leah at leah@eodwarriorfoundation.org. For all other questions, please contact Michelle
at michelle@eodwarriorfoundation.org.



Never Alone: Supporting Children’s
Wellbeing in the EOD Community

In recognition of Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day on
May 7th, it is important to recognize the unique experiences
of children growing up in the EOD community. Behind
every deployment, training exercise, transition, and mission
is a family adapting alongside their service member. While
military children are often incredibly resilient, they can still
experience stress, anxiety, loneliness, and uncertainty related
to military life.

For children of both active-duty EOD Techs and veterans,
frequent moves, separations, concerns about a parent’s safety,
and changes within the family can impact emotional
wellbeing. Within the EOD community, many Techs also live
with the effects of TBI, whether diagnosed or undiagnosed.
TBI can affect memory, mood, emotional regulation, sleep,
patience, and stress tolerance, all of which can impact the
family system. Children may not fully understand why a
parent seems more withdrawn, irritable, forgetful, or
emotionally overwhelmed, but they often recognize that
something feels different.

Children do not always express emotional struggles directly.
Behavioral changes, withdrawal, anxiety, sleep issues, or
declining school performance can sometimes be signs that a
child is overwhelmed. Creating safe opportunities for
communication, maintaining connection, and seeking
support early can make a meaningful difference for military
families.

One of the most important protective factors for children is
connection. Spending time together, maintaining routines,
and building supportive relationships within the military
community can help children feel understood and less alone.
At the EOD Warrior Foundation, we recognize that
supporting the EOD community also means supporting
spouses, caregivers, and children. This Children’s Mental
Health Awareness Month, we encourage families to continue
checking in with one another and reminding our children
that they are never alone.
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Resources:
Sesame Street for Military Families — Free videos, activities, and tools that help children
navigate deployments, injuries, grief, transitions, and military life challenges. Designed
specifically for military-connected children ages 2–8.

Military OneSource — Offers confidential counseling, parenting support, educational
resources, and family wellness tools for active duty, Guard, Reserve, and veteran
families. 

United Through Reading — Allows deployed or geographically separated service
members to record themselves reading books to their children. Many military families
say this helps children stay emotionally connected during deployments and TDYs. 
Zero to Three Military Families Program — Focuses on early childhood mental health,
parenting support, and helping young military children cope with stress and transitions.
 
Blue Star Families — Provides programs, community support, youth initiatives, and
resources focused on military family wellbeing and connection. 
National Child Traumatic Stress Network – Military & Veteran Families — Educational
resources about childhood stress, trauma, grief, and supporting children through
military and veteran family challenges.

Register

Now!

https://secure.qgiv.com/event/6thannualride/
https://sesamestreetformilitaryfamilies.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unitedthroughreading.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://bluestarfam.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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"A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they shall never
sit."

Simply put, a planned gift is a donation made by a donor in the present and then gifted in
the future, most often after the donor has passed. It is ensuring that the programs and the
EOD Community you love continues to have your support long into the future

Planned Giving

More often than not, these donations are incorporated
into a donor’s will, known as a bequest, or in a trust.
Some types of planned gifts include:
• Bequest
• Trust
• Appreciated securities
• Life insurance
• Real estate or personal property
• Retirement plans
• IRA rollovers

Along with being highly beneficial to the EOD Warrior
Foundation, planned gifts are also beneficial to you as
a donor! 

Tax Deductions (please check with your own tax
advisors for individual and specific information)
You have the opportunity to earn income and capital
gains tax relief. As with all things tax related, this can
quickly become complicated. Having a designated
planned giving expert on your team or hiring outside
help will mitigate this and streamline the process.

Greater Control: 
When you choose to make a planned gift, you may also
determine where the funds go and
how they are spent. Whether through a will, trust, or
something else, planned gifts are
legal contracts. This means you can determine the
specifications for your gift when the
contract is created. Compared with other types of
donations, planned giving enables
you to call the shots, solidifying your legacy with the
part of the EOD Community or program you care
about most. 



Leaving a Legacy:
Speaking of legacies, planned giving is often referred to as legacy giving. Especially for
long-term supporters, a planned gift acts as the culmination of your passion and program you
care the most about. 

Typically, your legal team needs this information before adding information:

EOD Warrior Foundation
716 Crestview Ave.
Niceville FL 32578

EIN: 20-8618412

Additional Questions? Please contact Patricia Adelmann, Chief Development Officer:
Patricia@eodwarriorfoundation.org 

Monthly Giving

Giving can be easy, painless, and still make a major impact! By signing up for a
recurring gift, you provide dependable support that helps us serve EOD Techs,
veterans, and their families all year long. Whether it's $10 a month or a larger

commitment, your generosity adds up quickly and helps ensure our programs and
services are there when they're needed most.

Check out the Recurring Donation option under the Donate button today.

Your ongoing support helps strengthen the EOD Community one month, one
family, and one life at a time.

mailto:Patricia@eodwarriorfoundation.org
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Community Spotlight

EOD HOME BUYING
We are so excited to be working with EOD Home Buying!

Between offering unmatched referral & lending services, they
have it ALL to get you through the home buying/selling
process! In addition to assisting EOD families across the

country with their real estate needs, the Hamiltons
generously donate 5% of their PERSONAL commission to the

EOD Warrior Foundation.

Whether you need an agent to help you buy or sell your
home, OR you need access to one of the nation's TOP
lenders, they can assist you. Learn more about their

nationwide network by visiting www.eodhb.com or call them
directly!

EOD Home Buying 850-366-3370
The Hamilton Team 815-908-9363

http://veritasratings.com/
http://www.eodhb.com/
http://crabzone.com/
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	EOD Community Fundraising Events
	Fire in the Hole  George “Ninja” Nichols Retirement Golf Tourney
	“On May 2, the San Antonio Hill Country concurrently honored our EOD fallen with a day filled with fun, camaraderie and remembrance at the 2026 “Fire in the Hole” EOD Memorial Golf Tournament during EOD weekend festivities. Colonel George “Ninja” Nichols was retiring after 26 years of service as a career Air Force civil engineer and wanted to give back by hosting a golf tournament to raise funds to refurbish the EOD Memorial. The EOD Warrior Foundation went all in on the idea. The Memorial today in Niceville honors all Service fallen in EOD and back in 2001, he helped complete the project as his first as a 2Lt while stationed at Eglin AFB. Many of them he served with and knew personally.
	There were 19 teams and 75 players from around the world who traveled in for his retirement and then paid tribute to the 20 Airmen lost since 9/11. They even kicked it off with a traditional 20 pushups. In the end they had more than 10 primary sponsors to include Valero Texas Open, two industry partners in ECC and Matrix Design Group, as well as several individuals that have close ties to some of those we’ve lost. When the fun was done, only the top two teams claimed prizes but the community was victorious as they raised almost $21,000 to help refurbish the memorial and ensure we all continue to honor our EOD teammates and their families.” -George “Ninja” Nichols

	Warriors Helping Warriors
	2nd Annual Crabfest
	From golf tournaments and runs to community events and personal challenges, every fundraiser helps carry out the mission of the EOD Warrior Foundation. When supporters choose to give their time and talents to our cause, they become part of something bigger; a community dedicated to caring for EOD Warriors and families. If you’re interested in hosting a fundraiser of your own, fill out our Fundraising Awareness Proposal and we’ll help you get started.


	Host a Fundraiser
	EOD Remembrance  Flag Program
	Join us October 16–17 at Arlington National Cemetery to lay flowers at the graves of EOD Techs and participate in a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Details are on our website.

	EOD Remembrance Flag Program Sign-Up

	Reserve your seats
	WELCOME TO THE EODWF TEAM!
	DAKOTA WOLOSEWICZ
	LEAH MUNROE
	BETTY HAUGHTON
	Dakota Wolosewicz joined EODWF as the EOD Liaison & Memorial Care Coordinator. An Air Force EOD Tech with more than a decade of experience, he previously served as an instructor at NAVSCOLEOD. In his role, Dakota primarily connects with the EOD Community, works closely with volunteers, and leads the Foundation’s Memorial Care efforts.
	Leah Munroe joined EODWF  as the Community Engagement Coordinator, bringing nearly 20 years of experience as an advertising account executive. Throughout her career, she built expertise in relationship development, strategic communication, and engagement. Leah is passionate about supporting the EOD Community and strengthening relationships to expand the Foundation’s impact.
	Betty joined EODWF as the Chief Financial Officer. A licensed Florida CPA with nearly 30 years of accounting experience, including work with nonprofit organizations, she brings extensive financial expertise to the Foundation. Betty is honored to support the EOD Community and be part of an organization making a meaningful difference for warriors and their families.

	The EOD Warrior Foundation has announced an important leadership transition as longtime Board Chairman Greg K. Mittelman concludes his tenure and Leon Tackitt officially assumes the role of Chairman of the Board effective June 1, 2026.
	After 15 years of dedicated service on the Board of Directors, including six years as Chairman, Mittelman leaves behind a lasting impact on the Foundation and the EOD community. During his leadership, the Foundation expanded program delivery, strengthened financial stewardship, enhanced the EOD Memorial and Grounds, and reinforced its commitment to accountability and transparency.
	Reflecting on his service, Mittelman shared:
	“I’m honored to have served the Foundation and the EOD community. The progress made reflects the strength of this community, the Foundation’s staff over the years, and now those who will continue to carry the mission forward.”
	The transition follows a structured six-month leadership handoff designed to ensure continuity and long-term organizational stability. Together, Mittelman and Tackitt emphasized their shared commitment to the Foundation’s mission and the EOD community.
	Tackitt brings 27 years of distinguished service in the United States Navy and a lifelong commitment to the EOD profession and its families. His operational experience and deep ties within the community position him well to lead the Foundation into its next chapter of service and growth.
	“It is an honor to serve as Chairman of the EOD Warrior Foundation,” said Tackitt. “Our mission is personal. We exist to ensure that no EOD warrior or family walks alone.”
	As the Foundation continues to expand support for active-duty, veteran, and fallen EOD families, this transition reflects both the strength of the organization and its continued focus on serving the EOD community with compassion, integrity, and commitment.

	Read Full Press Release
	Supporting EOD Families When It Matters Most
	Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technicians are trained to face danger head-on. Whether supporting combat operations, protecting communities, or responding to life-threatening situations, EOD Technicians carry a unique burden that few truly understand. But even the strongest warriors and families can face unexpected hardships and when they do, the EOD Community stands together.

	The EOD Warrior Foundation Financial  Grant Program
	Apply for a  Financial Grant
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	Mental Health Pillar
	Resources: Sesame Street for Military Families — Free videos, activities, and tools that help children navigate deployments, injuries, grief, transitions, and military life challenges. Designed specifically for military-connected children ages 2–8.
	Military OneSource — Offers confidential counseling, parenting support, educational resources, and family wellness tools for active duty, Guard, Reserve, and veteran families.
	United Through Reading — Allows deployed or geographically separated service members to record themselves reading books to their children. Many military families say this helps children stay emotionally connected during deployments and TDYs.  Zero to Three Military Families Program — Focuses on early childhood mental health, parenting support, and helping young military children cope with stress and transitions.
	Blue Star Families — Provides programs, community support, youth initiatives, and resources focused on military family wellbeing and connection.  National Child Traumatic Stress Network – Military & Veteran Families — Educational resources about childhood stress, trauma, grief, and supporting children through military and veteran family challenges.
	Register Now!
	Planned Giving
	"A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they shall never sit."
	Simply put, a planned gift is a donation made by a donor in the present and then gifted in the future, most often after the donor has passed. It is ensuring that the programs and the EOD Community you love continues to have your support long into the future
	More often than not, these donations are incorporated into a donor’s will, known as a bequest, or in a trust. Some types of planned gifts include: • Bequest • Trust • Appreciated securities • Life insurance • Real estate or personal property • Retirement plans • IRA rollovers
	Along with being highly beneficial to the EOD Warrior Foundation, planned gifts are also beneficial to you as a donor!
	Tax Deductions (please check with your own tax advisors for individual and specific information) You have the opportunity to earn income and capital gains tax relief. As with all things tax related, this can quickly become complicated. Having a designated planned giving expert on your team or hiring outside help will mitigate this and streamline the process.
	Greater Control:  When you choose to make a planned gift, you may also determine where the funds go and how they are spent. Whether through a will, trust, or something else, planned gifts are legal contracts. This means you can determine the specifications for your gift when the contract is created. Compared with other types of donations, planned giving enables you to call the shots, solidifying your legacy with the part of the EOD Community or program you care about most.
	EIN: 20-8618412


	Monthly Giving
	Your ongoing support helps strengthen the EOD Community one month, one family, and one life at a time.
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